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Dear Jim,

I’'m writing with great honor to accept your invitation to your “China Day” event. Thank you
so much for offering me this precious opportunity to be part of it.

I’m thinking of presenting Chinese calligraphy. I will introduce and demonstrate the basic
techniques of calligraphy, after which I would ask some audience to try writing some characters.

I choose this topic because it is a unique way to appreciate the beauty of Chinese characters
and understand the essence of Chinese culture. Moreover, I think only when the audience get
involved can they truly understand the beauty of Chinese culture.

How do you like this idea? Tell me if you would like me to change. Best wishes to the event.

Yours,
Li Hua

B

BHEENL

"But you will be a beautiful narrator,” she said, "Every character on the stage is unique and
important." Suddenly, I understood why my mother took me to the garden. As I made up my mind
to be a good narrator, I started to practice my new role and gradually found the importance of it.
On the school play day, I did an excellent job. As our play was to end, two strangers from the
audience came to me. They gave me a bunch of flowers, which were, surprisingly, the yellow
dandelions.

After the play, I took home the flower. 1 put them in a vase and admired them carefully. My
mother came to me, put her hand on my shoulder and said, "They are so beautiful!" I smiled and
nodded my head. Compared with roses, dandelions are considered as ordinary flower. However,
the beauty of every kind of flower is unique, which is similar to human beings. Individuals are

different, but each can play their own roles in the society and prove their own value.
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Text 1

W: Thank you for shopping with me this afternoon, Mark. Let’s stop in this café and I’ll buy
you a cup of your favorite latte.

M: OK. Frankly, I really need a rest now.

Text 2

W: Honey, this road is very steep. Please slow down and drive more carefully.

M: OK. Don’t worry, honey. I’'m experienced.

W: Well, it’s good to be careful. Besides, it’s raining now.

Text 3

M: Excuse me, where are we going next?

W: We’re going to Sunset Road next. We’ll spend two hours at a museum there. Then we’ll
eat at a restaurant. Now let’s get on the bus.

M: OK.

Text 4

W: John, do you like listening to music in your leisure time?

M: Not really. I used to lie on the sofa watching TV, and I gained weight easily. Now when I have
some time of my own, I like shooting some hoops(fT {5 ER). It is a good exercise and gives
me some time out of the house.

Text 5

M: Mum, can I use the car? I'm going to the movies. There is no bus stop nearby.

W: But your dad has the car. Why don’t you walk to the cinema? It’s close, and it’s a lovely
autumn evening.

M: It sounds like a good idea.

Text 6

M: Amy, I heard you went to a cooking contest this morning. ®Why did you go to such a
contest? Just to have some fun?

W: ®No. The winner could receive 300 dollars. I really wanted to win so I could buy a new

cellphone.
M: So did you win?
W: No. What the others made didn’t just look great, they tasted great, too.



M

: @You must be very upset now.

w: @Not really. [ went to the contest together with my mother. She made something very special

and all the judges loved what she made. (7)She won and she said she’d buy me a new

phone with the money she received tomorrow.

Text 7

W: Mike, what are you watching on the Internet?

M:

Some videos on YouTube. I just cannot believe it. @A 90-year-old Japanese woman began

to play video games when she was fifty years old, and she has been doing that every day

ever since.

W: Really?

W:
M:
W:

M:

: Yes. She has played over 200 different video games of all kinds. @Her grandson takes
videos of her playing for YouTube. The videos have gotten millions of views. Now her
YouTube channel has over 300,000 followers.

That’s really amazing.

Yes. Mum, can I play a video game now?

No, honey. I think it’s time to do your homework now. G0)Stop watching the videos and get
down to your homework.

OK.

Text 8

W

M:
W:

- @1 visited Magers & Quinn this morning. There were just too many books for kids

there. I just didn’t know which one to buy.

I never go downtown to buy books.

So where do you buy books? On Amazon?

: No. I usually visit KidsMustRead.com if 1 want a book for Henry. @It is a website that
helps parents to encourage their children to read. The search engine on the website creates
a list of recommended books that are the right fit for a child’s age, reading level, and interest.

: That’s very convenient. But are the books good?

: Yes. The books have been read from cover to cover by its founder, Priya Iyer, and none of the
books contain inappropriate content.

: So are the books on it expensive?

: Don’t worry. All resources on it are free for parents. You can download them for free.

: @T’Il certainly give it a try tonight.

: Believe me, you’ll love it!

Text 9

W
M
w
M

: What are you doing, honey?

: I’'m looking at some pictures of some special shoes.

: Why are they special? I’d like to know more about it.

: When the pandemic hit, Grigori Lup’s business impacted. @) He’s a shoemaker in Romania,
and his shop relies heavily on custom orders from theaters and opera houses across the

country, as well as traditional folk dance ensembles. (5 However, as restrictions eased



across Europe, he realized that people didn’t take social distancing seriously, so he came
up with the lengthy shoes as a way for them to keep their distance.

W: So can the shoes really keep people apart?

=

: Yes. If two people wearing the shoes were facing each other, there would be almost a meter

and a half between them.

W: So how many such shoes did he make?

M: Mr. Lup originally made 3 pairs and posted pictures of them on the social media. But
soon, he has had orders from around the world, and now features several different styles of
social distancing shoes on the social media.

W: How much does such a pair of shoes cost?

M: @SIIS for one pair, which takes him two days to make.

Text 10

W: Everyone, do you know why we say “under the weather” when we’re sick? That just

sounds strange, right? To find out, I turned to a publication called Farmers’ Almanac. Farmers’

Almanac is not really meant for language learners. It was founded in 1818 to help American

farmers understand more about the natural world around them as they grow and harvest

their crops. That is still its purpose today. The Farmer’s Almanac website tells about all things
weather-related. To explain, “under the weather”, the website published the writing of

Richard Lederer, a word expert. Lederer notes that the expression “under the weather” comes

from the language of sailors. Imagine being on a boat on rough seas. The waves continually force

the boat up and down and side to side. This continual movement can make many people feel
seasick. He writes that “on the high seas when the wind would start to blow hard and the
waves became rough, crewmen and travelers would go below deck.” They actually went

“under the weather” to find safety, shelter and to avoid becoming seasick. @0 Years ago, only

sailors described seasick sailors as being “under the weather.” But today, we use this

expression anytime when someone is not feeling well.
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